The whole molecule of the title compound, C 14 H 14 N 4 , is generated by twofold rotation symmetry. The twofold axis bisects the central -CH 2 -CH 2 -bond and the planes of the pyridine rings are inclined to one another by 65.60 (7) . In the crystal, there are no significant intermolecular interactions present.
Related literature
For the use of Schiff bases, derived from pyridinecarbaldehydes, in synthetic chemistry, see: Marjani et al. (2009) . For 1,2-diaminopyridine-derived Schiff bases as bidentate or polydentate chelating ligands and their possible medical applications, see: Warad et al. (2014) . Schiff bases derived from pyridinecarbaldehydes have received considerable interest in synthetic chemistry (Marjani et al., 2009) . 1,2-diamine-pyridine derived Schiff base bidentate or polydentate chelating ligand towards metal centers draw major attraction towards synthesis and medical application (Warad et al., 2014) . It is still challenging to design and rationally synthesize ligands with unique structures and functions.
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
To a solution of pyridine-2-carbaldehyde (1 mmol) dissolved in 10 ml of absolute ethanol was added drop wise ethane-1,2-diamine (1 mmol) in 5 ml of absolute ethanol under constant stirring for 10 min. The mixture was refluxed for 4 h and then concentrated under reduced pressure. The title compound was precipitated by the addition of 50 ml of nhexane. It was filtered off, washed three times with 80 ml of distilled water then with diethyl ether to give the title compound (yield: 86%). Single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained within two days by slow evaporation of a solution in dichloromethane.
S3. Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 1 . The H atoms were fixed geometrically (C-H = 0.93 -0.97 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). ) is used only for calculating -R-factor-obs etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

